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Nanarm Momozono 


A high school student 
who was turned into 
a kamisama by the 
k tochigami Mikage. a 


The shinshi who serves 
Nanami now that she’s 
the new tochigami'. 





















Nanami Momozono is a high school student who was evicted from her home when 
jjherdad skipped town. 

1 HShe’rescued a strange man in a park, and in thanks he offered her his home. But 

i ilw h en she go t there, it turned out to be a ruined shrine. The man she rescued was 
|Trn?t^ liigS ni Mikage, who ran away from his shrine. 


BNowrNanami must ftilfill the shrine duties of the kamisama. She spends her days 
Cvim'-Tomoe^fher.shinshi ) and with Onikiri and Kotetsu (the onibi-warashi spirits 

Rftj?etfujin^|H^HP|^^^^ 

||Nanami ^ants thej pra yersjof th ose who come to her shrine. Less pleasantly, 
Rh ^als o!attack^^v | ^supematural creatures that want to become the kamisama 
^them^l^S!||si ^^^t ^teir?|^^^j^idnow that Mizuki has joined the shrine as 
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THE mi OF 
MINTAGE SHRINE 
14 MIMING ANP 
STILL HASN'T 
RETURNED. 


Vm nod 
alone. 


THE WILD FOX 
SHINSHI HAS BEEN 
MAINTAINING 
THE SHRINE 
ALONE THESE PAST 
TEN YEARS. 


HMM... 

THAT 

WILP 

FOX, 

FH? 


Thank you -to everyone who writes rv>e letters. 
"They cheer i\ne up. I apologize £or not &einc, asle 
-to write replies -to all o-P theivy I do read all -the 
letters I receive, and I'rvi very e^rate-Pul. I.P there's 
anything you'd like to tell r\oe, please write to (Vie. 

Nowadays I'ivi very sleepy all the tiivie. ^ 

It's a rviystery. Is it &ecause it's winter? 

Is this the season .for hi&ernatinc,? ^ £ 

I wish I could wake up properly. TT 



..S70W 

I'm even 
more 
alone. 


















ig mm 


ANYWAY, 
ST OP 
FIOHTINO. 


WHAT 
THE HELL 
15 GOING 
ON?! 


HE'S 

ALREAPy 
MY SHINSHI, 
SO LET'S BE 
FRIENPS. 


XT'S YOUR 
FAULT WE 
COULVH'T 
LAW A 
SINGLE OLiy 
AT THE 
BEACH 


I-I'M 

REALLY, 

REALLY 

SORRY 


< ...AW AMI 

ANP I WERE 
SO WORRIEP WE 
STAyEP AT THE 
INN, OOT TIREP 
OF WAITING FOR 
yOU ANP FELL 
ASLEEP 


\ MAKING 

W YOU 

UfSk W0RRy; 


...ANP 
you WERE 
PARTyiNO 
ALL NIOHT 
WITH 




Hi Ml i h} 
Him M S| 







...WB 

WBNT 

TOTHB 

SUMMBR 

FBST/VAL 


-...BVBN 

THOUGH. . 

THBRB'S LOTS 
\ TO WORRY 
ABOUT. 





NANAMI- 
CHAN/ 
TOMOE-KUN 
IS STAB8IN0 
AT TUB 
WOUND IN 
MY HEART/ 


SHRINE 
IS VERY 
LIVELY. 


IT'S SO 
PIFFERENT 
FROM 
MIKAOE 
SHRINE. 


TOMOE, 
DON'T BE 
MEAN. 


HOW CAN 
YOU SAY 
THAT WHEN 
YOUR 

SHRINE HAS 
ROTTED 
AWAY? 





...AND THEY DON'T 
SEEM TO LIKE EACH 
OTHER MUCH. 


-Hello! Thark 
you for read ire, 
-this volurre! 


The other day I 
wer\t -to Ikaho 
Orser for -the 
first -tirvie. 
Or\ser\ are G,ood. 
I love -theivi. I put 
Flowers o-P 
sui-Pur ir tviy Ba-th 
a-t Koivie. I feel 
rvoy heart ard 
Body Both 
Beoorre dear, 
ard I also warivi 
up in -the Ba-th. 
Nle>ct -tirre I'd like 
-to g,o -to ar 
orser ir Varra- 
rashi prefecture. 
Ooh. 


\ ...I CAN 

UNDERSTAND ' 
WHYTOMOE'S 
BEING CRANKY. 


\ MIZUKI \ 

ABDUCTED 
ME ONCE 


I really love -the 
iroerse I Bought 
a-t Ikaho, "The 
Pradrarce 
of Ikaho". 


I HAVE TO 
LIGHTEN 
UP THE 
MOOD 
SOMEHOW! 


TKe Pr® 6 
of lkaK° 


THEy'RE 

SELLING 

CAWY 

APPLES. 


TKis ircerse 
is orly sold ir\ 
Ikaho, ard i-t 
srrells worder- 
ful. I wish I’d 
Bought rrore 
of i-t. I recorr- 
nnerd i-t. 7k 










GOTTA GOT 
ONE AT A 
FESTIVAL. , 


I I'LL 
\ HAVE 
J ONE. 


THAT'LL 
BE 300 


THEY'RE 







i think: a 

RAIN OF 
BLOOP IS 
GONNA FALL 
WHEN WF 
RETURN 
TO OUR 
SHRINE 


ABOUT 

TOMOE 






iiltiiild 

Mmmmi 


.•••••;: :;.^. 




[m£ke*tCT 






NOT AROUND, 
YOU ?\W 
SOMEONE TO 
REPUCE 
ME RIC'HT 


TOfAOt- 

KUN 

THINKS 







vyK 

fW/i 


———■ 

r ft* - 





I CAN'T STOP 
SHIVERING 
BECAUSE I'M 
BEING- FORCEP 
TO HOLP HA NIPS 
WITH SOMEONE 
, I HATE. 





A lANAMI. 


SORRY 

FOR 

KEEPING 

YOU 

mmno.i 





...BECAUSE 
j MIKAOE 

f EORCEP ME 
j TO PRINK 

i WITH HIM 

{ EVERY 

MONTH 




I ONIY 
DRANK 
ONCE 
SINCE 
NANAMI 


NANAMI- 
CHAN 
' TOLD 
ME. 


TO THE 
SHRINE. 


HOW 
VO YOU 
KNOW 
ABOUT 






IT OFTEN \ 
COM4 
KERF ON 
THE FULL 
MOON. 


A WRITE 
4NAKEI4 
HERE 
AGAIN. 


ITMU4T 
BE A ROLY 
4NAKE WITH 
NIGTOUy. 






wanting to 
drink sake 
with you 








MUST BE 
LONELY. 






PIP THIS 
HUMAN VO 
TO HER? 


WE'RE 
SHINSHI, 
SO WE 
MUST ACT 
WITH 
CLASS. 


TOMOt- 

KUN, 

DON'T 

TALK 









NANAMI, 
ARE YOU 
ALL 

RIGHT? 


I'LL GO 
RETURN 
THE 

TISSUES. 


YEAH, I 
THINK IVE 
STOPPED 
BLEEDINO. 


THANKS. 






i TWO STILL 
HAVEN'T 
MADE UP. 


X TRIED 
TO MAKB 


HE KEEPS 
LOOKING- AT 
MY CAWY 
APPLE LIKE 
HE WANTS 
ONE TOO. 


WASN'T 

LOOKING! 


THIS IS \ 
FOR V 
TOtAOF. ) 


AH, 

NOW i 
REMEM- 






I: ? i A?;*;*; V#»’*Y$;&: t' 

L..; •••; •: : 


J'm not 
that alone 
anymore. 


ANP FOR 
ONIKIRI 
ANP 

KOTETSU. 


I 80U0HT 
THEM SO 
WE CAN 
EAT THEM 
TOGETHER 
AT THE 
SHRINE. 


MY HANP 
IS FREE. 









Ill 













I COULDN'T 
FIND A PLACE 
TO PUT THE 
GOLDFISH I 
GOT AT THE 
FESTIVAL 


• WEATHER'S 
NICE TODAY 
TOO/ , 


...SO I 
PUT THEM 
IN THE 
CHOZUYA. 


IT'S 

ROMANTIC 

AND 

just- 


ARE 

YOU 

6TUPW 


37 


































...HO 

WORSHIPPERS 
COME HERE. 


TO TOWN 
TO OET 





















































...THESE 
P/AyS THE 
OHOST OF A 
YOUNO OIRL 
APPEARS OP 
SOMETHING 


THAT'S 

SCARY. 


HY xa 

/ m \ 

ORANDMA x 
HAS BACK 
PROBLEMS, 
SO NO ONE 
IN MY 
FAMILY 
COES 
THERE 
V ANYMORE. 


THE SHRINE 
IS IN THE 
MOUNTAINS, 
SO I TOLD MY 
KIPS NOT TO 
&0 BECAUSE 
IT'S PANOER- 
OUS. 


XT'S 

CREEPY. X 
PON'T WANT 
ANYTHING 
HAPPENING 





neaeve 

NO WOP - 
mPPEQ6 


TOMOE'S 
KEEPING THE 
SHRINE 
CLEAN 


...BUT 

PEOPLE 

PON'T 

VISIT 


OVER 

THERE. 


..BECAUSE 

THEY'RE 

AVOIPING 






SHOULD 


/' VIPN'T 

you go 

SHOPPING? 









HOLP A 
SUMMER 
FESTIVAL 
AT MIKA£E 
SHRINE/ 


THEN PEOPLE 
WILL COME HERE 
ANP PINP OUT 
THAT MIKAOE 
SHRINE ISN'T A 
SCARY RUIN/ 


SOMETHIN# 
LIKE A PAIR 
ANP NOT A 
FORMAL 
FUNCTION. 




SOI what 
DO YOU 
THINK? 


1 NEVER 
HEARPOF 
HOLPINO A 
FESTIVAL TO 
OATHER I 
\ VISITORS. 


BUT ’ 
TOMOE-PONO. 
WE USEP TO 
HOLP ORANP 
FESTIVALS ON 
THE SHRINE 
OROUNPS 




A .friend &oue,ht 
me a kuiviade 
at a Tori no 
Ichi fair. J 



All sorts of lucky 
things are 
included in -this! 

I was so happy. 
"Thank you! 

* Thank you! 

-* 

I've never Been 
-to a Tori no lohi 
fair, and I've 
wanted -to 
(qO a-t leas-t 
once, ht's nice 
-to participate 
in Japanese 
festivals and 
even-ts! I feel -the 
-#1 even-t is -the 
end of -the year 
and -the s-tart of 
-the New '■/ear. 

I feel very 
excited at the 
atmosphere 
where everyone 
in town is 
preparing for 
the New Vear, 
comBined with 
the cold winter 
temperature. 



15 THIS 
NOT A &OOV 
OPPORTUNITY 
TO LET 
EVERYONE 
KNOW THE 
SHRINE HAS 
WELCOME? 
NANAMI-SAMA? 


IS TOO 
EARLY FOR 
NANAMI 
TO HOLP 
FESTIVALS 
ANP 

RITUALS/ 


YOU'RE 

RIOHT. 


...PEOPLE 
WILL 
REALLY 
BELIEVE 
THIS IS AN 
ABANPONEP 
SHRINE. 


BUT 
IF WE 
PON'T PO 
ANYTHING 


...DON'T 
YOU MIND 
IF PEOPLE 
USE THE 
SHRINE AS 
A HAUNTED 
HOUSE?! 








LEAVING C 
THE | f 
STALLS K 
ASIPE 


...I WANT 
SOME¬ 
THING TO 
BE THE 
HIGHLIGHT 
OP THE 
EVENING. 


SPEAKING 

OF 

OMIKOSHI. 





wsm 


ARE RITUAL 
IMPLEMENTS 
IN THE 
TREASURE 
HOUSE. 


THE 

MIKOSHI 
THAT 
MIKAOE- 
SANA RODE 
IN TOWN 
SHOULD BE 
THERE TOO 






—m 
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WH/AT'RE 
YOU POINO, 
TOMOE- 
KUN? 


IF 

YOU'RE SO 
WORRIER, 
WHY PONT 
YOU HELP 
HER? 











PAINTBV 
IT ALL 
BLACK 


( ...AND 
COVERED 
UP THE 
BROKEN 
P4RTS 
WITH 

FLOWERS. 


THIS IS 
ST4RTINO 
TO LOOK 









TOFAOSl 


J LOOK, Z 
this : 
1 is My • 

k OMIKO-* 
^ SHI/ • 


IT'S A > 
FLOWER • 


...KNOW 
WWAT A 
MIKOSHI 
IS? 


PEOPLE 
CARRY IT 
ANP WALK 
AROUNP :: 







HOW CA N 
YOU RIPE 
IT WHEN 
YOU'RE A 
HUMAN? 


FESTIVALS 

/AREN'T 

for you. 


COMB 

INSIPE. 


YOU'LL 
COLL/APSE 
FROM THE 


I WON'T 

Give up. 











SH/SH/MA/! 






BECAUSE 

youvE 

BECOME 
THE TOCHI- 


you 

PON'T 
NEEP TO 
WORRy 
ABOUT IT 


THE WOR¬ 
SHIPPERS 
PIPN'T 
PISAPPEAR 
RECENTLY. 


THINOS 
WERE 
THIS WAy 
BEFORE 
you 
CAME. 







HALL OF 
WORSHIP IS 
SPARKLINO 
CLEAN 


...AND 
THERE'S 
NO UTTER 
IN THE 
OFFERING 


JEtheE 

1 

bell->E 

RIN6S^ 

CLEARLY. 

yU 

r 

\ , 






.EVERYONE 
TO KNOW 


I PON'T WANT PEOPLE CALLING THIS PLACE A CREEPY 
ABANPONEP SHRINE. 







PETALS 


SHRINE 
MAIPENS 
USED TO 
WEAR 
THIS. 


...BUT 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS 
SUITS YOU 
BETTER. 


TOMOB 


XT'S THE 
KIMONO 

that was 

USEP FOR 
KAOURA. 


WOULP 
you LIKE 
TO TRY 
THIS ON 


...OVER 

youR 

CLOTHES 










REALLY 


WANNA 










XT'S TRUE 
I CAN'T DO 
ANYTHING 
LIKE A REAL 
KAMISAMA 


...BUT I 
WANT TO 
TRY TO TO 
WHAT A 
HUMAN 
CAN DO 


AIR HERE 
IS CLEAR 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 


A SHRINE 
" WITHOUT 
A KAMI IS 
PULL OP 
/ MIASMA. 


EVEN I 
WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE 
TO DRIVE 
IT OUT. 


YOU 

REMEMBER 
WHAT THE 
SHRINE WAS 
LIKE WHEN 
YOU PIRST 
CAME HERE. 






PON'T YOU 
THINK THE 
PLACE HAS 
BECOME 
PURE? 


SHRINE v 
IS NOW 
WORTH 
CLEANING. 










FESTIVAL 
AT THE 
MIKA£E 
SHRINE. 


A HUMAN 
KAMI WILL 
BE HO.PIN& 
A FESTIVAL. 


SIGHT! 











YOU'RE 
RAISING, 
YOUR 'x 
HANP 
TOO\ 
HIOH.N 


TIMES VO 
l HAVE TO 
I TEACH 
YOU? 


you 

HAVE TO 
MEMORIZE 
NINE 
PANCES 
IN TWO 
WEEKS 


...ANP 
YOU'RE 
HA VINO 
THIS MUCH 
TROUBLE 
WITH JUST 
THE FIRST 














SLOWLy. I 


TEACHING 

MB... 


...PIPN'T VX 
HAVE TO \ L 
SCHEPULE \ 
THE FESTI- \ 
VAL ON TUB 
24TH. IT'S 
ONLy TWO ! 
WEEKS / ; 


BUT HE'S 
A VERY 
HARSH 
AND 
STRICT 


THE MUSIC 
I'LL BE 
P4NCINO 







IT'S NOT 
THAT I'M 
SLOW TO 
PICHfT 
UP... 


...BUT AS 
ALWAYS, 
I'M TOO 
BAGBR 








mm 

mm 


nanaaai, 

YOU' RE 
PANNING- THE 
KA£URA 
AT THE 
FESTIVAL? 





NOT NICE 
AND HE'S 
BEINO 
REALLY 
HARSH. 


/ THEN 
yOU'RE 
OETTINO 
ALONO 
WITH 

\ TOMOE. 


...Keep Vp 
getting 1 
yelled j j 


I'M 

LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO SEEINO 
YOU 
DANCE. 






Apparently people 
are cosplayinc, as 
kaiviisaivia Kiss 
characters, and 
I'rv-i very happy! 
Thank you. 


I love watching 
cosplayers. In Pet 
.Seiviatary 2., 
Eldward Furlong's 
-Halloween 
costutvie was 
Jason hrorv-> 
Friday the 13th. 
-He looked very 
cute and i\oy 
heart fluttered. I 
don't rermerr&er 

IViUCh oh the 
iviovie except 
that. I loved that 
scene. Ih a c.irl 
dressed up 
as Jason, she’d 
look so cute, 
wearing c,reen 
overalls and 
with the hockey 
rrask hancJnc, 
diagonally. 


I'VE GOT TO GET 
MY ACT TOGETHER. 


I rray have 
written a&out 
this in another 
side&ar. Ih I have, 
I’rvn sorry. 


LOOK 

AT 

THIS. 







WILL 

THERE 

BE 

BOOTHS 


MO 

my, 

ISN'T 
THAT 
SHRINE 
A RUIN? 


WHAT'S 


RUIN? 


THERE'S 


FESTIVAL 
AT THAT 
SHRINE. 


‘Use'll be uai+ing 
for you 

a+ +be shrine! 


TO THE 
SHRINE 
ON THE 


7 M/MGE 
/ SHRINE ' 
ISSTIU> 
THERE. \ 


TO SHOW 
EVERYONE 







I T’M GO/NG C 
^TOMAKE 

-Aeveryone^ 

ACKNOWLEDGE 
§ ) THAT... 




ATHLETIC 

ABILITIES. 

P IN 
INTELLI- 
, (JENCE. 


youR 

KAMI 

APTITUDE 
SETS A 


THAT 

MEANS 


THERE'S 

NOTHING 







VOW T 
SET IT. 






SINCE 

YOU'RE 

HOLDING 

YOUR 

FESTIVAL IN 
MIKA^E'S 
NAME 


...TO SEE 
WHETHER YOU 
CAN REALLY 
FULFILL THE 
PUTIES OF A 
TOCHIGAM. 


SHALL 

TEST 

YOU 









...ANP 
THEN I 
LAYPOWN 
ANP FELL 
ASLBBP 




WHERE 
WERE 
YOU? 
WE WERE 
LOOKING 
FOR YOU. 


I WAS 
OUT 
FORA 
WHILE. 







WORRIED 

BECAUSE you 

WERE LATE 
OETTINO 


ox^ 







YOU'RE 

SWEATING 


PINNER 
IS REAPy 


you 

MUST BE 
REALLy 






YOU'RE 
RAISING 
YOUR 
HANP TOO 
HIOH. 


I'M JUST 
IMAGINING 
THINGS 


LOWER 
IT A 
LITTLE. 


SURPRISEP 
YOU'RE 
ABLE TO 
PO THIS 
MUCH IN 
JUST TWO 
PAYS. 


YOU'LL 
RUIN YOUR 
HEALTH 
IP YOU 
HURRY 
TOO MUCH 


NWNAMI. U x r 


...so 

TAKE A 
BREAK. 


TOMOE, 

YOU'RE 

ACTINO 











...BUT HE 
PROBABLY WON'T 
MEAN ANYTHING 
SPECIAL 


...WHEN HE 
SA/L7 THAT 




& — CONCENTRATE' 
^ ON PRACTICE 
H/ TOMORROW. 






I CAN'T 
LOOK 
TOMOE IN 
THE EYE! 














ENOUGH. 


...WHEN 
YOU'RE 
TEACHING ME 
TO VANCE. 


I'M THE 
ONL/ ONE 




MAYBE 


TOMOE-KUN 
HAS BEEN 
ACTING 
STRANGE 
RECENTLY. 


KAMISAMA, 









; m®i 


YOU'RE 

JUST 

IMAOININO 


CAN YOU 
PLAY THE 
RYUTEKI 
NOW? 


I'LL 
START 
THE FIFTH 
PANCE 
SOON. 


IT'LL 
TAKE A 









MAKE THE 
FESTIVAL A 
SUCCESS. 


W#l3§iWuPWffk 


I'M JUST 
IMAGINING THINGS. 

J / 


I Mil HOT 
FAUINIOW 
WITH A HUMAN 





/TO 


SWNWMI? 









.WONIPER 

ABOUT 

















v\v you 

SURPRISE 

your 
MASTER 
IN HER 
SLEEP 


I WASN'T 
ATTACKING 
HER. 


TOMOB- 

KUN? 


MAYBE, 

MAYBE 


I ONLY 
TRIEP TO 
KISS THE 
WOMAN I 


TOMOB! 


BE SO 
IMMORAL? 








SOME¬ 

THING'S 

WRONG. 


insincere 
amis cm), 


WRONG 

WITH 

TOMOE- 


m 

SHOULD 
TIE HIM TO 
A PILLAR 
FOR 

ABOUT A 
WEEK. 


1II OR 

SHOULP m 
BAH ISM 









SUCH A 
NUISANCE. 


YOU'RE 
All IN 
MY WAY. 










SHOULDN'T 
BE HERE. 





WHAT'S 
WRONG? 
WHERE'RE 
YOU GOING? 


YOU'LL COME 
BACK SOON 


TOMOZ 






JsM-oC> 





PESSERT 
IS RICE 
CRACKERS 
WITH A 
YOUU& 
REP-EAREP 
TURTLE. 


MIGHT BE 
THE FIRST 
TIME 


WAH, THEl 
POOP I 
IN THE I 
FRIPOEC?) 
HAS CONE 
I BAP/ 


REALLY 
USE V THIS 
KITCHEN 


s 

1 the L 
W" 5 ? 


! THERE'S 
/ BUSS 
/ IN THE 
1 RICE/ 1 


HOW PO\ 
I START 
A FIRE?/ 


WET \ 
mcneN\ 
is 

RUINBO 









...I coulp 

ONLY MAKE 
miso SOUP 
WITH WILP 
GRASS 

AMP some 
PICKLES 


' MIZUKI, 
CAN YOU 
RESTORE 
THIS 
SHRINE 
LIKE 
YOU PIP 
YONOMORI 
SHRINE? 


MAIN¬ 
TAINING 
THE 
SHRINE 
ISN'T A 
SHINSHI'S 
JOB. 


IT'S MAIN¬ 
TAINED BY 
THE CHIEF 
KAMI'S 
TSURIKI. 


you PON'T 
HAVE THE 
TSURIKI FOR 
THAT, SO 
TOMOE-KUN 
WAS POING 
IT IN YOUR 
PLACE 


THAT 
MUST BE 
WHY HE WAS 
APPRECIATEP 
HERE. 


...BUT 
ONLY HE IS 
CAPABLE OF 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 





















HOLD THE 
FESTIVAL 
WITHOUT 
TOMOE? 


...TOMOB 
POES N'T 
COME 
BACK 
UNTIL 
THEN 


ISWNWMI- 











-WHAT I 
MUSTPO 
NOW; 

\ s 


THERE. 


PUT THEM' 
AROUNP 
THE 

KITCHEN 
ANP THE 
OTHER 
WET 
AREAS. 


My 

SPECIAL 
OFUPA 
TO KEEP 
INSECTS 
AWAY! 
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THE BRANCH 
IE BEGINNING 
TOCOVEBTHE 
TOBII... 


I WAS 

W*.onlyM 

LOOKING 

AT 

TOMOE 


..60 IMG 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
GUTTING 


TOMOE, 

WHAmyou 

DOING? 


...WASN'T 
LOOKING 
AT THE 
BRANCH 


...AND I 
SIMPLY 
WISHED 


TOMOE BE 
■■ REWARDED 
FOR HIS 
: EFFORTS. 








NMNAMI- 

CUAH, 

A RE 

YOU ALL 
RkJHT? 


mizuki/ 


LET'S 

PRACTICE 

-rug 

KA£URA 

AFTER 

PINNER/ 


HE MAY 
NOT 

RETURN. 


I OOTTA 
MEMORIZE 
NINE PANCES 
BEFORE 
TOMOE 
COMES 








I ONLY 
HAP 

INSTANT 

CUP 

N0OPLES 

FOR 

PINNER... 


I I'M 
HUNPR/.l 


YOU'RE 
SLEEPING IN 
AN AWFULLY 
SHABBY 





/ I'VE 

j com to 

1 /rPT vnu 

I 

jhH i 

\ 

you CAN'T 




DO ANVTHINO 
IP I'M NOT 
AROUND. 










BE SO 
STUB¬ 
BORN. 


...5 0,1 
CAN'T 
LEAVE. 




' ARE YOU 
ATTACHED 
TO A 
SHRINE 
LIKE 
V THIS? 


YOU'RE 
ATTACHED 
TO THIS 
SHRINE 
v TOO! 


YOU'VE 
BEEN 
HERE 
MUCH 
LONGER 
THAN I 
HAVE 


TOMOE 


.HAVE WATCHEV YOU VO 
SO MANY THINGS. 


...I WAS 
FINALLY 
ABLE TO 
REALIZE 


STANDING 


Y} \ 

...AND 

7 

/ YOU'VE 

BEEN 

PROTECTING k 

\ \N 

THIS 

77 

, PLACE/ I 







MMM 

wmM 

mm 

B mm 


FINALLY 

REALIZED 

IT, 

youN& 


A TRULy 
WONPERFUL 
PREAM 


...WHERE 

THE 

WISHES 
AND THE 
IDEALS IN 





...to see 

WHETHER YOUR 
MINP'S EYE CAN 

see things 

WITHOUT 8EINO 
BOUNP BY 
SELFISH 
PESIRES 


WHETHER 
YOU HAVE THE 
ABILITIES TO 
FULFILL YOUR 
PUTIES AS A 
KAMI OF A 
SHRINE. 


50 LET'S 
PUT THE 
MATTER 
ON HOLP. 







WB 

SHALL 

MBBT 

AGAIN 

SOON. 






















































mm! 




NOTHING. 


THE TORII 
15 CLEAR 
T OVAY, 
TOO. 


n1 nanami- 
/ SAMA. 
/ HOW 

pip you y 

MASTER T'-"' 
ALL NINE 
PANCES? / 


PREAMS. 






fWlStilil 


r fjg|jg| • 

lllllfili 




KURAMA. 


I THOUGHT 
YOUV 
ALRBAVY 
LEFT. 


AT LB AST 
KNOCK 
BEFORE 
YOU 
ENTER. 


WH/4T'RE 





















WILL 

THE 

MASKEP 

RIPER 

com? 


■"V WANING 

“T V E4T 

COTTON 

v J ' c/\Npy. 


HAVE 
A PS4 
ASA 
RAFFLE 
PRIZE. 


7 X WANNA 
CATCH 
SOME 

ooldrsh; 


ALL RIOHT, 
THEN THIS 
HANPSOME 
PUPE WILL 
BUY ICE 
CRE4M 


...FOR THE 
GOOV BOYS 
WHO'LL 
COME 
TO THE 
FESTIVAL. 












YOU HERB, 
you TBH&U 

BASTARD. 


*♦ 





BNOUOH, 

TENOU. 


YBAU, I 
WROTE 

you a 

LETTER 


YOU 

COULV'VB 

JUST 

C/UEP 

ME. 


...BUT X 
PIPN'T 
THINK 

you'o 

REALLy 

com. 


yOU'RE 
HAVINO 
4 H4RD 
TIME AS 
USUAL. 


BUT 

you 
oNuy 
HAVE A 
CELL 
PHONE. 



































I Borrowed a 
BOOk 3BOUt -the 


TKe Book Be^an 
wi-tk tke eartk, 
covered dark 
ma-t-ter, and was 
-Pull ok pko-to- 
&,rapks -taken &y 
NASA and poe-tic 
explana-tions. 

I -Pound i-t very 
in-teres-tinc,. 

Elven ik 1'iV) 
worried a&ou-t 
some-tkine,, Pm an 
ant wken you 
-tkink aBOut kow 
big* -tke universe 
is, so I keel I 
must Be a kuman 
wko's like dark 
ma-t-ter! Tkank 
you kor lending 
me suck a 
wonder-Pul Book! 




Pm sorry I kaven'-t 
re-turned i-t ye-t. 

To me, space 
means ^undam. 
I've only seen -tke 
kirst series, But I 
love -tke way -tke 
sense ok air 
and space is 
portrayed in -tke 
movie version! 
Tkoue,k -tkere's 











FRIFNP. 


I WILL 
NIOT MVB 

y on 

SPEAK ILL 
OF HER. 




SO You'Re 
HO.PIN6 A 
FESTIVAL 
AT MIKASE 
SHRINE. 


...TAKEN 

THE 

TROUBLE 


.Jl 

OF COMING 


„ - - \ icr 

HERE? 




-WHY HAVE 

SUCH HIGH- 
LEVEL YOKA // j 







HIMEMIKO 


1 

AND^0 

/ \ 


RYU-OH. 

oh? 

\ t 







IT'S BEEN KUR MAA. 
16 YEARS 
SINCE YOU 
CAME 

POWN k 
FROM MT. — 
KUR AMA. I 


HOW 
VO YOU 
KNOW 
ABOUT 


THE NEW, 
SHINSHI OF 
MIKAOE ' 
SHRINE. ; 


HOW 

POYOU 





IN ANV 
CASE, I 
HATE YOU 
THE MOST. 


..WHAT HAS 
HAPPENS? 
TO HER? 


■Miiyy 


A4IW 


...WE 
ONLY 
HAVE A 
WEEK 
UNTIL THE 
FESTIVAL/ 


PEOPLE IN 
TOWN PON'T 
SEEM TOO 
EAOER TO 
COME 


THE 

QUESTION 
IS WHETHER 
PEOPLE 
WILL SHOW 
UP. 


...SO I THINK 
WE SHOULP 
HAVE SOME 
SORT OF 
ENTERTAIN¬ 
MENT 


...LIKE 
CAM ES 
FOR THE 
KIPS, OR 
SWEETS. 








IF YOU 
HAVE ANY 
IVEAS, LET 
ME KNOW! 


IV 

LIKE TO 
EXCHANGE 
CLOTHES 
WITH 
HUMAN 
WOMEN. 


I WANT TO 
WEAR CUTE 
CLOTHES 
I'VE NEVER 
WORN 
BEFORE 


...AW 
THIS TIME 
I SHALL 
PLEPOE MY 
LOVE TO 
KOTARO. 








IF HIME- 
AAIKO-SAMA 
SHARES A 
BEP WITH 
THAT LOWLy 
HUMAN 


CANNOT 

HAVE 

THAT 

HAPPEN. 


THEN 


WHAT 
THE HELL 
ARE THEY 
TALKING 
ABOUT 


...I WILL 
CUT KOTARO 
POWN ANP 
KILL MYSELF 
AS WELL. 


AMZUfcl! 

HOW 

COULD 

YOU?! 


(yet,. Jhen how 
about we, set up a 
temporary resting 
place for horny 
men and women? 







HOW ABOUT 
I CAPTURE A 
COUPLE yOKAI 
ANP SHOW 
THEM OFF. 


WHAT A 
SHOULD* 
IPO?% 


uveryone's 

► 700 OAT- 
OF-THIS- 
WORLt? 


W^...anq 

Yt'M NOT SURel 
I I CAN TAKE 5 
INITIATIVE ANP 
| HOLPTHE I 
% FESTIVAL. M 


%eveN 

VroMoe. 


...BUT 
1 FORA 
FESTIVAL 


...A BON 
PANCE OR 
PRAWINO 
FORTUNES AT 
THE SHRINE 
OFFICE WILL 
PO. 


TO SERVE 
FOOP, YOU'LL 
NEEP A PERMIT 
FROM THE 
LOCAL HEALTH 
PEPARTMENT 






PORTABLE 

TOILETS 


NANAMI. I 


I KNOW 
A YOKAI 
TH/AT MAS A 
HUNPREP 
EYEBALLS. 


WILL WANT 
TO TRY 
ON THOSE 
FORMAL 
CLOTHES. 


WELL, I 
...HIME- THOUGHT 
MIKO'S 
IPEA WAS 
PRETTY 


I THINK 
THEY'P 
ENJOY 
WEARING 
THEM ANP 
HAVINO 
THEIR 
PHOTOS 
TAKEN. 







AND SINCE 
YOU'RE 
ADVERTISING 
THE SHRINE, 
wny NOT 
MAKE SOME 
OPUPA ANP 
&OOV-IUCK 
CHARMS ANP 
HANP THEM 


WOW 

KURAMA.' 

YOUR 

IDEAS 

ARE 

DECENT. 


TOMOE- 
, KUN. 


LISTEN, 

LISTEN. 


RyU-OH 
AND X WERE| 
TALKING 
ABOUT A 
SHOW 
WHERE WE 
OFFER yOU 
AS A BLOOD 
v SACRIFICE. 


WHy'RE 

you 

BLUSH- 

INS? 


THANKS, 

KURAMA. 


Lj ke I'LL MAKE 
wi-tf, SOME CUTE 
-P/oiAjers \ COOD-LUCK 
\ CHARMS. 


147 





APVERTISE 

THE 

FESTIVAL 
ON THE 
INTERNET. 


WOW, 
KURAMA. 
YOU CAN 
PO THAT 















some toi 
ant) siowfs 


150 





YOUGOT 

-WHAT.YOU. 

vzsaRvev. 


THINKS 

FOR 

com\& 

TODAY, 

KURAMA. 


...CU Z THE 
OTHER 
VOKAI PON'T 
KNOW THE 


THANKS 

FOR 

DOMINO 

TODAY, 

TENOU. 


PLEASURE, 

FOX. 


NOW 

GO HOME 
AND SINO 


FOR YOU, 
THOUOH. 










fiSPii 


mm. 


1 HANPEP 
THEM 
OUT THIS 
AFTER¬ 
NOON. 


SOME¬ 
ONE 
THREW 
IT A WAV' 


SORRY... 
I PIPN'T 
NOTICE 





...MV I'll V, 

FEEL REALLY f 
GUILTY... 

IF NO ONE L j 

corns l\ 

\ 

1 I'M SORRY. 
I'M HAVINO 
EVERYONE 
HELP OUT 

Ik /\ 

v 









IN THE \ 
OLD DAYS, \ 
LIOHTS \ 
SHONE, 
LEADINO 
THE my 
TO THE | 
SHRINE 


...AS 
THE DA/ 
OF THE 
FESTIVAL 
APPROACHED. 


LIOHT THEM 
UNTIL THE 
PAY OF THE 
FESTIVAL 


...HUMANS 
WILL MAKE 
IT TO THE 
FESTIVAL 
WITHOUT 
OETTINO 







pip you 
USE 
youR 

KITSUNE- 

81? 






THING’S 

WILL 

TURN 

OUT 

ALL 

RIGHT. 


you STOLE \ 
THE SHOW 
ATTHSVSRY 





I SEARCHER 
FOR MY 
OWN WAY 


7IT'S BEEN- 
■ 16 YEARS 
SINCE I 
STOPPER J 
-.CLIMBING 
THE STONE 
STEPS. 









sSiiiil 

liiiillf 

• i • 

: v& O- 


kmm 

paii 

itflJ 













3PHSi 


THE TOCHI- 
GAM\ TO 
THOSE 
COMING 
HERE. 


PON'T 
LET THEM 
POWN. 






WHEN DIP 
ALL OF 
THIS SET 
SET UP? 





THEM FOR 
THIS 

FESTIVAL. 


I BROUGHT 
A NUMBER 
OF LIVELY 
YOU NO 


BROUGHT 
LOTS OF 
KIMONO 
AS WELL. 


you 

fresh- 

rooter 

fish! 


CUTE' 







the sh<xo 
without 


NO MATTER 
HOW you 
LOOK AT IT, 
ALL OF YOU 
LOOK LIKE 

yOKAI/ 


I SMELL 
OF MILK, 
JUST 
LIKE A 
MAMMAL/ 


PISOUISE 







W5 

HUfcfclSP 
WZ7-Z A4 WS 
HBAR7 TH£ 
TOCH16A/AI- 
4A/AA WILL 
B5 T7ANOIN6 
TH5 

KA6UPA. 


WB MBBT 
F0£ THB 
FUZ4T 
TIIAB. 


ViZ M.Z 
H5AP4 
OF THe 
AYA4A4H\ 
0LAN4 THAT 
UVB IN TH5 
40UTH5£N 
LANP4. 


VJ5 AF£ \\ 
U 00 WN 6 \ ) 
FO£WAET7TO '/ 
45&1N6 YOU [_ 

vmcz. tz 


4BBIN6 THB 
TOCH\&AM\- 
4A/AA T7ANOB 
WIUU 6W5 U4 
5N5K&Y. 


BUT 

I'M 

STILL 

NOT 


SfcAT&FUL, 

dsfcATBFUU 
























PRACTICEV 
A WHOLE 




"TKank you .for 
reading tKis -Par 1 

I still Kave eictra 
pa^es! WKat 
should I write? 

Nowadays, 

I -Pind it di-P-Picult 
drawing (ViaoG,a in 
complete silence. 
TKe engines in 
i\ny Keart Kave 
-trou&le -Pirinei up 
and I want -to 
Kave sorvie noise 
wKile working, so 
I -turn -tKe TV on, 
-tKen -turn down 
-tKe volunoe until I 
can't rviake out 
wKat it's saying. 
Or I play a 
.foreign rv-iovie 
witK su&titles. 

My ideal work 
environment is 
to draw at a 
ca-Pe like 
.Star&ucks wKile 
Beine» surrounded 
By various sounds, 
&ut I can't 
Because I don't 
want people 
watcKincj, and 
also Because I'll 
Be worried aBOut 
tKe time. 

B>ut I've run out 
o-P CDs and 
•foreign movies, 
-fimm, I must 
tKink o-P 
sometKine, else. 








AT THIS 
PLACE. 


...BUT 
THEY'RE 
ALL WHITE 
WITH NO 
PACES ON 
THEM/ 


THEY'RE 

SELLING 

MASKS 


THIS MASK 
IS A PEATH 


WEAR IT 


...youR 
PEAP FACE 
APPEARS/ 






PITCHING 
IN FOR 
RyU-OH'S 

&uy, mo 

collapsep 


...BE¬ 
CAUSE 
OF ALL 
THESE 
HUMANS. 


I HOPE 
YOU CAN 
PLAy THE 
RyUTEKI 
PROPERLy. 


you 

SHOULP BE 
WORRyiNO 
ABOUT 
NANAMI- 
CHAN 
INSTEAP. 


TOMOE- 

KUN, 

PLEASE. 


NANIAMI IS 
PERFECTLY 
REAVY. 






RYUTEKI IS 
PERFECT 
TO?. , 


TELL HER 
NOT TO 
SELL WEIRD 
MEDICINES 
TO 

HUMANS. 


ISO- 
HIME'S 
PLACE IS 
FIVE 
SHOPS 


I WANT 
THAT F OK 











KA&URA 

WILL 

BEOIN 

SOON. 


HUMAN, 

ISN'T 

HE? 


/ THIS IS \ 
THE ' 
FIRST 
TIME I'VE 
SEEN THE 
I K A&UUA. 















^BEGINNING 
OF-THE SIXTH 
/DANCE. HOW 
! DO I START? 


MIND IS 
BLANK. 


\ I CAN'T 
REMEMBER. 


















PROVE 
/OUR¬ 
SELF TO 
EVERZ- 
ONE 






MATTER 
\WHAT _ 
HAPPENS 


PLEASE 
WATCH ME. 


y-yotk \ 

HAVE 
FA/TH 
IN ME 


















..Jand vividly 

TOUCHED THE 
HEARTS OF 
THOSE WHO 
WERE HERE. 











The Otherworld 


Ayakashi is an archaic term for yokai. 

Kami are Shinto deities or spirits. The word can be used for a range 
of creatures, from nature spirits to strong and dangerous gods. 

Shinshi are birds, beasts, insects or fish that have a special 
relationship with a kami. 

Tsuriki is a kami’s power and becomes stronger the more it is used. 

Tettgu are a type of yokai. They are sometimes associated with excess 
pride. 

Kitsunebi literally means “foxfire,” the flames controlled by fox 
spirits. 

Hononfics 

-chan is a diminutive most often used with babies, children or 
teenage girls. 

-dono roughly means “my lord,” although not in the aristocratic 
sense. 

-himemiko is a title that means “Imperial princess.” 

-kun is used by persons of superior rank to their juniors. It can 
sometimes have a familiar connotation. 


-soma is used with people of much higher rank. 


Notes 


Page 10, panel 1: Yukata 
A casual summer kimono made of cotton. 

Page 13, author note: Ikaho Onsen, flowers of sulfur 

Ikaho Onsen is a famous Japanese hot spring resort in Gunma 

Prefecture. 

Page 13, author note: Flowers of sulfur 

“Flowers of sulfur” is another term for powdered sublimed sulfur, 
which is used medicinally to treat skin conditions and as an anti- 
parasitic and anti-fungal. 

Page 14, panel 2: 300 yen 
About $3.66 US. 

Page 23, panel 1: Omiki 

Ceremonial sake used in Shinto rituals or offered to the kami. 

Page 43, panel 2: Torii 

The gates that mark the entrance to a Shinto shrine. It literally 
means “bird perch.” 

Page 45, author note: Kumade 

Kumade are good-luck charm rakes sold at shrines. 

Page 45, author note: Tori no Ichi 

Tori no Ichi (Rooster Market) are shrine fairs held in November 
throughout Japan, where luck charms like kumade are sold. 

Page 46, panel 5: Omikoshi 

Omikoshi are portable Shinto shrines. Kami ride in omikoshi during 
parades or festivals. 

Page 56, panel 1: Chozuya 

Also called temizuya. The font for water that visitors use to purify 
their hands or mouths. 

Page 59, panel 1: ICagura 

Literally “god entertainment.” A type of Shinto ceremonial dance. 


Page 59, panel 2: Shrine maidens 

Milio in Japanese, which literally means “female shaman” but 
has come to mean “shrine maiden.” Modern miko serve as shrine 
attendants. 

Page 72, panel 2: Ryuteki 

A type of bamboo flute used in Shinto classical music. It literally 
means “dragon flute.” 

Page 75, author note: Cosplay 

Short for costume play, or dressing up as a character from manga, 
comics, anime, movies or video games. 

Page 78, panel 4: Jibakurei 

Literally “earth-bound spirits.” Restless ghosts who can’t or won’t 
pass on to the next world. 

Page 108, panel 3: Chief kami 

Some shrines can house more than one kami. 

Page 139, panel 2: Ryu-oh 
Literally means “dragon lord.” 

Page 145, panel 5: Bon dance 

Bon dance, or bon odori, is the type of dance performed during Obon 
(the festival to honor the dead). 

Page 175, panel 1: Tamagushi 

Literallty “jewel skewer.” A type of Shinto offering made from 
branches of the sakai tree decorated with strips of paper, silk or 
cotton. 

Page 190, panel 4: Yakuza 
Th cyakuza is the Japanese mafia. 



Julietta Suzuki’s debut manga Hoshi 
ni Naru Hi (The Day One Becomes a 
Star) appeared in the 2004 Hand to 
Yume Plus. Her other books include 
Akuma to Dolce (The Devil and 
Sweets) and Karakuri Odette. Born 
in December in Fukuoka Prefecture, 
she enjoys having movies play in the 
background while she works on her 
manga. 
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